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ROne member at a time.  The member first arising is entitled to the floor; when two or more arise at the 
same time, the Speaker shall name the one who is to speak.  A member unable to stand may otherwise 
request to be recognized.  House Rule 66.

� Do not speak audibly to another or otherwise interrupt the business of the House.  House Rule 11.

RThrough Speaker.All debate must be addressed to the Speaker and not to members.  Mason’sSec. 110-1.  
Address the Speaker as “Madam [or Mr.] Speaker.”  Mason’sSec. 110-3.
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RGermaneness.Debate must be confined to the proposal before the body,Mason’sSec. 101-1; and 

cannot extend to criticism of other bills before the House or in committee, even though they relate to 
the same subject,Mason’sSec. 101-4.  

RNo personalities.

i. Do not refer to other members by name; instead, describe them by their town, district, seat, or in 
some other respectful manner.  Mason’s Sec. 110-2.

ii. Do not indulge in personalities, impugn motives of members, use indecent or profane language, 
or participate in conduct that disrupts or disturbs the orderly proceedings of the body.  
Mason’sSec. 122-2.
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RSeparation of powers.Mason’s Sec. 111:

i. Do not refer to the name or office of the Executive in order to influence the vote.  However, it 
is in order to refer to the Executive or Judiciary or their opinions, with either approval or 
criticism, if relevant to the proposal under discussion, in conformance with rules.  

ii. Do not quote or refer to the vote by which a proposal passed the Senate.  

iii. Do not debate or discuss a matter awaiting adjudication in a judicial tribunal.

RLimit on same question.  A member may not speak more than twice on the same question without 
leave of the House, and members who have once spoken shall not again be entitled to the floor 
(except for the purpose of explanation) to the exclusion of another who has not spoken. 
House Rule 64.
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RThrough Speaker.

i. If a member desires to ask a question of another member, they must do so through the Speaker.  “[I]t is discourteous and 
a strict violation of parliamentary rules to ask questions directly of a member.”  Mason’sSec. 114-1.

ii. House practice:  

� “Madam [or Mr.] Speaker, may I interrogate the member from [town]?”  

� Speaker: “The member from [town] is interrogated.”  

� “Madam [or Mr.] Speaker, can the member tell me [question]?”  

� Signal when complete—“Madam [or Mr.] Speaker, I thank the member.”—and then finish any further comments.



�������������%������%����4���%18
RGermaneness.  Questions addressed to members may only relate to the proposal before the body.  

Mason’sSec. 114-4.

RNo personalities.A question should not be permitted that reflects upon the character or conduct of any member or 
upon the Executive or other official.  A question as to what course a member proposes to follow is not in order.  
Mason’sSec. 114-5.

RPurpose; form. The purpose of a question is to obtain information and not to supply it to the body.  A question may 
not contain statements of fact unless they are necessary to make the question intelligible and can be authenticated.  
A question should not contain arguments.  Mason’sSec. 114-6.

RResponse.

� A committee’s bill reporter and the mover of an amendment must submit to interrogation.  House Rules 31 
and 64.  Otherwise, a member may decline to be interrogated.  Mason’sSec. 114-2.  If the first reply does not 
fully answer the question, it is the practice to permit a limited number of further questions to be asked.  
Mason’sSec. 114-2.

� A member having the floor in debate may, without objection, yield it for questions and explanations 
connected with the subject before the House.  Mason’s Sec. 95-1.
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Audible voting by groups of 
“Ayes” and “Nays.” 

Voice vote is the default form of voting.  

The Journal reflects only whether a question 
was agreed to, pursuant to the Speaker’s 

determination of the prevailing vote.
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A count of members voting by groups of 
those standing or otherwise indicating their 
votes in favor of a question, and of those 

opposed to it.  

A division may be ordered by the Speaker or 
demanded by one member.  House Rule 71.  

The Journal reflects only the number of 
votes in favor and opposed to the question.
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Form.

RMembers vote individually by an alphabetical call of the roll, voting 
“Yes” in favor of a question, and “No” if opposed.  House Rule 69.  

REach member’s vote is recorded in the Journal.  Vt. Const. Ch. II, � 9.  

RThe alphabetical roll is called once, and then a second alphabetical roll 
of absentees is called.  Members not present when their name is called 
the second time shall not be permitted to vote, except with leave of the 
House.  Members are not permitted to change their votes after the 
results have been announced, except with leave of the House.  
House Rule 74.

When required.

R For any vote on the Governor’s veto.  Vt. Const. Ch. II, � 11.

R When requested by one member and sustained by four others.  
Vt. Const. Ch. II, � 9; House Rule 69.

Vote explanations.A member has a right to explain their roll call vote.  
Vt. Const. Ch. II, � 9.  “Explanations shall be submitted immediately to 
the Clerk in writing.  It is generally recommended that vote 
explanations should be infrequent and brief.”  House Rule 70.
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